








THE COLORADO LAWYER

gests the appearance of impropriety even though it meets
minimum standards ofjudicial conduct.

Reprimands and censures are private, informal actions of
the Commission involving judicial conduct that is unaccept-
able, but not serious enough to merit a formal recommenda-
tion to the Supreme Court for the public discipline or removal
of a judge.

During 1991, as examples, the Commission issued private
admonitions, reprimands or censures to judges who:

- Engaged in ex parte contacts with litigants and attor-
neys in criminal cases pending before the judge, a vio-
lation of Canons 1; 2 A. and B.; and, 3 A. (4), Colorado
Code of Judicial Conduct;

- Delayed issuing a decision in a civil case for over two
years, a violation of Canon 3 A. (5), Colorado Code of
Judicial Conduct;

- Experienced a loss of temper and control with litigants
in a civil case, a violation of Canons 1 and 3 A. (3), Col-
orado Code of Judicial Conduct;

- Engaged in an ex parte communication with a witness
who would be testifying in a case scheduled to be
heard in the judge's court, a violation of Canons 1; 2 A.
and B.; and, 3 A. (4), Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct;

- Made inappropriate remarks about the conduct of an
attorney to a member of the press, a violation of Canons
1 and 3 A. (6), Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct;

- Heard a case involving an individual that was a client
in the part-time judge's law firm, a violation of Canons
1; 2 A. and B; 3 C. (1) (a), (b), and (c); 8 B. (7); and, 8 C.
(1) and (3), Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct;

- Strongly suggested to a litigant that the litigant file a
grievance against the litigant's attorney, a violation of
Canons 1 and 2 A., Colorado Code of Judicial Conduct;
and,

- Became intemperate and verbally abusive toward an
employee of a business establishment, a violation of

Canons 1 and 2 A. and B., Colorado Code of Judicial
Conduct.

The Commission also made suggestions to judges concern-
ing the overall management of dockets; referred complaints
to other agencies or departments for the resolution of prob-
lems outside the jurisdiction of the Commission; and, aided
in the administrative resolution of several matters.

Conclusion
During 1991, the Commission's overall caseload increased

over past years. When considering total corrective actions
taken against judges during 1991 as a percentage of total
complaint/case dispositions, there was also an increase in
the number of corrective actions taken in 1991 compared with
1990.

Although much of the Commission's work is not complete-
ly visible to the public because of constitutional confidentiali-
ty limitations, every effort is made to act in the public inter-
est while safeguarding individual rights and reputations
from unfounded accusations of misconduct. The Commis-
sion's performance during the last twenty-five years sug-
gests that it has succeeded in improving and strengthening
the judiciary while carrying out its public responsibilities.

The Commission performs a vital role in maintaining a
fair and impartial judiciary. Since the judicial selection and
tenure system is based on merit selection, rather than politi-
cal election, the Commission views itself as serving an im-
portant role in maintaining the balance between independence
and accountability in the judiciary.

For further information about the Commission, its role
and responsibilities, please contact Rick Wehnhoefer, Exec-
utive Director and General Counsel, Colorado Commission
on Judicial Discipline in Denver, Colorado, at (303) 861-1111
or 837-3601.
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Wallace, Julie Seavy, Hubert Safran, Herb Galchin-
sky, Lauren Cabot, Frank Lopez, Mary Ann Coyne and
Curt Heiatke.

A special thanks to judges and attorneys who have acted as
Teen Court judges since October: Judge James Flanigan,
Judge Edward Carelli, Frank Lopez and Jim Covino.

LEND-A-LAWYER
The Lend-A-Lawyer program, which provides pro bono

services to the indigent in rural areas, is looking for volun-
teer attorneys. If you are interested in participating in the
program, contact Barb Piwinski at the CBA offices.

SPECIALTY BARS
The Colorado Hispanic Bar Association recently held

its annual meeting and award banquet in Denver. Michael
Olivas, associ -ite dean and professor of law at the Universi-
ty of Houston, spoke on "Latinos and the Law-Prospects
and Pitfalls." Father Patrick Valdez was given an award

for Community Service; Ralph Torres received the Out-
standing Lawyer of the Year Award; and JoAnn Viola Sal-
azar was recognized as the Outstanding Young Hispanic
Lawyer of the Year.

The Colorado Women's Bar Association ("CWBA"), in
cooperation with the CU Center for Health Ethics and Poli-
cy, will sponsor a luncheon presentation entitled 'Healthcare
in the '90s" on March 18. The catered luncheon will be held
at the downtown Denver offices of Davis, Graham & Stubbs
from 11:45 A-M.-1:30 P.M. Speakers will be State Sen. Sally
Hopper, Ralph S. Pollack and Patricia A. Butler. For
additional information, call the CWBA in Denver at (303)
298-1313.

NEW SPECIALTY BAR OFFICERS
Sam Cary Bar Association: President, Penfield Tate

I; President-elect, Chalk Mitchell; Secretary, Rita Book-
er; Treasurer, Karen Grissett; Board of Governors Repre-
sentative, Hon. Bob Russell.

Colorado Hispanic Bar Association: President, John
Barajas; President-elect, Chris Miranda; Treasurer, Glen-
da Dominguez; Secretary, Jo Ann Viola Salazar.
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