






COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL DISCIPLINE REPORT

The commission issued reprimands to judges who:
-Communicated with one party in a lawsuit without

proper notice to the other party;
-Exhibited disparity in the manner in which two liti-

gants in the same lawsuit were treated;
-Delayed a final decision in a trial for more than a year;
-Used inappropriate language in court and ruled on a

continuance without hearing evidence;
-Assisted pro se in preparing a joint motion and stipula-

tion for amendment of final decree and thereafter
sought enforcement of the order resulting from the
motion;

-In judge's capacity as an attorney in a child custody
case, failed to inform an acquaintance that he was act-
ing as an attorney and not as a judge. The acquaintance
would have relinquished the child to the judge (had the
child been present) based on his assumption that the
judge was acting in his capacity as a judge;

-Participated in bank matters involving the parties to a
lawsuit that was pending before the judge, and created
an appearance of impropriety by the imprudent use of
his judicial position during private business negotia-
tions.

The commission also made suggestions to judges con-
cerning the overall management of dockets, referred com-
plainants to other agencies or departments for the resolu-
tion of their problems, and aided in the administrative
resolution of several matters.

Conclusion
The commission's caseload remained relatively constant

during 1984. The actual workload was much greater than
the preceding year, however, since several difficult and
complex cases were handled during the year, including one
case that received considerable national and local publicity.

During the year, the commission continued its work on
the new rules of procedure required because of the reor-
ganization that went into effect in 1983. The rules have
been extensively revised, and they will be submitted to the
Supreme Court in early 1985 for final approval. The new
version of the rules will contain a clarification of the rule
pertaining to confidentiality.

Although much of the commission's work is not visible
to the public, every effort is made to act in the public inter-
est while safeguarding individual rights and reputations
from unfounded accusations of misconduct. The commis-
sion's performance during the last seventeen years suggests
that it has succeeded in improving and strengthening the
judiciary while carrying out its public responsibilities. The
commission continues to perform a vital role in maintain-
ing a fair and impartial judiciary. Since the judicial selec-
tion and tenure system is based on merit rather than politi-
cal election, the commission views itself as serving an im-
portant role in maintaining the balance between judicial
independence and public accountability.

You can't live on
low forever

You've got all the love in the world and you're
doing your best to live on it. But what about those
dreams for the future?

There's an easy, painless way to make those
dreams a reality. Start now to make regular monthly
purchases of United States Savings Bonds ... they're
an easy way to save.

Money's a nice thing to have while you're living
on love forever.

Take stock in America.
Now Bonds pay a bonus at maturity.
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